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Downloading and Installing QGIS

This guide is designed to help you download the latest version of QGIS for your operating system. You will
need an an internet connection to download the software.

QGIS is a cross-platform software which means it can run on a number of different operating systems
including Windows, Mac and Linux. Below are instructions for our recommended way to install QGIS on
Windows (page 2) and Mac (page 7), instructions for a range of different Linux OS can be found here
https://agis.org/en/site/forusers/download.html

If you are working in the UK you will also need to add two transformation files to your install so that you
have the most accurate version of the OSGB co-ordinate reference system. Don’t panic if you don’t know
what this means at this stage, we will cover it in the course, it’s just easiest to do this before you start.

Work through the following instructions carefully and if you need any help or find anything has changed
please email rebecca@pushingthesensors.com

Please note that while we have found that most corporate IT set ups do allow the user to add plugins once
QGIS is installed, sometimes if you are working on a computer that has very restricted admin rights you may
need to request that the following plugins are also installed along with QGIS. Please refer your IT support to
https.//docs.qqgis.org/3.40/en/docs/training _manual/qqis plugins/fetching plugins.html for instructions.

All Courses:
*  QuickmapServices
Making the Most of Lidar
*  The Relief Visualisation Toolbox (RVT)
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QGIS LTR Download Instructions

Installing QGIS Standalone for Windows

We will use the direct download site https://qgis.org/download/

1. You will have several options for download on this page.
2. First select your operating system from the drop down menu

3. We need the Long Term Release (LTR) version which will be offered as the first green button
(currently 3.40 Bratislava)

Qé C |5 About Resources Community & Download i

=2 Windows - Desktop OS v

Online (0SGeo4W) installer

Best way to keep QGIS up to date and manage multiple versions. Learn
moare.

D I I chs & Get 0SGeo4W Installer

Long Term Release 3.40

& Download LTR 3.40 & 340 with Q6

Latest Release 3.44

& 344 with Qt6 *

tal and may have sta

4. Click the Download LTR button to download the .msi file (QGIS-OSGeo4W-3.40.5-1.msi)
Note the last two parts of the versions number (.5-1) might vary to what is shown above, don’t
worry about this!

5. Once downloaded, open the installer by double clicking on the file QGIS-0SGeo4W-3.40.X-X.msi
6. Follow the install wizard

7. The software might take a while the first time you install so make yourself a cup of tea!
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QGIS LTR Download Instructions

NB If you ever want to uninstall QGIS you can restart this wizard and select uninstall from the
options.

" QGIS 3.40.5 'Bratislava’ Setup = X

Welcome to the QGIS 3.40.5 'Bratislava’
Setup Wizard

Please wait while the Setup Wizard prepares to guide you
through the installation.

| \ Computing space requirements

3.40

Bratislava

Adding the OSGB Transformation Files (Windows)

If you are working in the UK you will need to download two additional .gsb files and add them to the QGIS
projections folder.

1. Download the OSTN15 NTv2 ETRStoOSGB.zip file containing the projection files.

2. Unzip the folder and move the OSTN15 NTv2_ OSGBtoETRS.gsb and
OSTN15_NTv2_ ETRStoOSGB.gsb files to the proj folder within your QGIS install

"QGIS_PATH"\share\proj

e.g. C:\program files\QGIS3.18\share\proj

| = | proj - O x
Home Share View u o
« v » ThisPC » Local Disk(C:) » ProgramFiles » QGIS3.16 » share » proj v | O 2 Search proj
o) Mame Date modifi;d Type Size )
7 Cuick access
D OSTN15_NTw2_05GBtoETRS.gsb 07/01/2021 13:46 GSE File 14884 KB
33 Dropbox [] OSTN15_NTwZ_ETRStoOSGB.gsb 7701/ GSB File 14,384 KB
& OneDrive proj.db Data Base File 6,083 KB
[ nult File 1KB
&8 This PC [] TRF2m4 File 4KB
v [TcH File 2KB w
81iterns  1item selected 14.5 MB f=z| =
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QGIS LTR Download Instructions

Creating a Shortcut to QGIS Desktop in Windows

1. Theinstaller doesn’t always make desktop icons automatically but you can easily do this by opening
the start menu. QGIS3 will either be in your recently added section at the top or under Q

Recently added
"% | QGIS Desktop 244
QGis3
"% | QGIS Desktop 3.4.4 with GRASS 7.4.4
Expand

Most used

'L) Firefox

Mozilla Thunderbird
&
B
M

LibreOffice Calc = =3
i QTR 8072 _qrbd
Libre(Office Writer

File Explorer OTRead Er_EH]TE_qrﬁ-‘-l

A= Adobe Reader X

&

QuickTime

B O

]

Absolute Software

c

2. Right click to pin to your start menu or task bar

Recently added
"% | QGIS Desktop 344

== - Pin to Start
. QGIS Desktc
More
ek Pin to taskbar
Expand ~
Uninstall -
L Run as administrator
Most used
Open file location

'i) Firefox
Remaove from

L} Carmeddau_QGIS3
{ ’ Mozilla Thur )
= Clear list

Lt QGIS_intro

| | LibreOffice (
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QGIS LTR Download Instructions

3. To create a short cut on the desktop, right click anywhere on the desktop and select create shortcut.
Browse to the QGIS 3.x folder

View >
Sort by o
Refresh

Paste
Paste shortcut
Undo New Crl+Z

e Graphics Properties...

raphics Options
Graphics Op =
B nvIDIA Control Panel

s > Folder
=1 Display settings #| Shortcut
g EEIial & @ Microsoft Access Database

Browse for Files or Folders x
7 Create Shortcut
Select the target of the shortcut below:

What item would you like to create a shortcut for?

> |_j Metwork -~
> O5GeodW
This wizard helps you to create shortcuts to local or network programs, files, folders, computers, or
> QGIs 218
Internet addresses.
> QGIs 3.0
v aGls 34

Type the location of the item:

2 05GeodW Shell

£ QGIS Desktop 3.4.4 with GRASS 7.4.4
£ QGIS Desktop 3.44

£ Ot Designer with QGIS 3.4.4 custom wid
£5 SAGAGIS (23.2)

Browse...

Click Next to continue.

o) Active Presenter v
£ >
Make New Folder OK I | Cancel
=
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Installing QGIS for Mac

Downloading the disk image of QGIS for Mac can be done from the same QGIS download page
https://qgis.org/en/site/forusers/download.html

1. First select your operating system from the drop down menu

[ == Windows - Desktop OS v

B Windows - Desktop OS5
& macOS - Apple Desktop

2. Then download the Regular Version for MacOS which will be offered as the first green button
(currently 3.40 Bratislava)

QG IS About Resources Community L Download i

& macOS - Apple Desktop v

Download QGIS

Nightly builds

| & Nightly builds for macOS

Full installation instructions are in the Read Me on the disk image.
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Adding the OSGB Transformation Files (Mac)

If you are working in the UK you will need to download two additional .gsb files and add them to the QGIS
projections folder.

1. Download the OSTN15 NTv2 ETRStoOSGB.zip file containing the projection files.

2. Unzip the folder and move the OSTN15_ NTv2_ OSGBtoETRS.gsb and
OSTN15_NTv2_ETRStoOSGB.gsb files to the proj folder within your QGIS install. To find the proj
folder:

1. click on Applications in left-hand panel to display applications.

2. Click / Select the QGIS.app icon and then using the Command key, Right Click on the QGIS icon.
(Note: the QGIS icon to the left of the app icon is an Alias (shortcut), so make sure you don’t
select that one)

A Music

) iCloud Drive
[ Documents
[=) Desktop

1 MacBook Pro
5 Macintosh HD

£ NT Hinton Ampner
© Backups

© OneDrive

3. right-click to select the Show Package Contents option

L Rename QuickTime Player.app
Compress “QGIS.app”

Duplicate

Make Alias

Quick Look

Copy

Share...

e® o000

Tags...

-l

Quick Actions. >

siri.app Stickies.app
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QGIS LTR Download Instructions

4. Navigate to Contents / Resources / proj

grass78 n8a Ko-layouts ol
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5. Paste the two .gsb files in the proj folder

F ..

qT)('I" -
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